




CollettivO CineticO is an experimental performing arts group founded in 2007 by the 
choreographer Francesca Pennini in collaboration with the dramaturg Angelo Pedroni 
and more than 50 artists from different disciplines. Their research focuses on the nature 
of the performative event discussing its mechanisms with ludic and rigorous formats, in 
the interstices between dance, theater and visual arts. The company is supported by 
the Ministry of Culture, the Region Emilia Romagna and is resident at the Teatro 
Comunale of Ferrara. Since now they created 37 pieces receiving many awards: 
Giovani Danz’Autori Prize 2008; Rete Critica Award as Best Italian artist 2014;  
Jurislav Korenić Award Best Young Theatre Director 2014; Danza & Danza Prize as Best 
choreographer and interpreter 2015; UBU nomination as best interpreter; MESS Prize 
2016 at BE Festival - Birmingham; Hystrio Iceberg Award 2016; Prize of the National 
Association of Critics ANCT as dance theatre company 2016.
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FRANCESCA PENNINI (Ferrara, 1984)  
She starts off as a gymnast and then devoted 
herself to contemporary dance. She studied at 
Balletto di Toscana, Laban Centre in London and 
she explored a broad range of disciplines: from 
butoh to free diving, from martial arts to disco-
dance competitions. She worked as a freelance 
dancer for Sasha Waltz & Guests. In 2007 she founds 
the company CollettivO CineticO as a flexible net 
of artists: more than 50 members from different 
disciplines focusing on movement and keeping the 
structure of the company itself in constant 
dynamic. Her work crosses genders and codes 
reformatting the rules of the performative event, 
challenging the relationship with the spectator, 
meeting different kinds of bodies and spaces with a 
rigorous yet ironic approach. She gives lectures 
and seminars in museums and arts centers 
(Biennale College Danza in Venice, MAXXI Museum 
in Rome...) and she developed devices and 
didactic methodologies for a peculiar 
choreographic approach also with non 
professionals. Until now she created 37 pieces as 
choreographer of the company, winning many 
awards: Giovani Danz’Autori Prize 2008; Rete Critica 
Award as Best Italian artist 2014; Jurislav Korenić 
Award Best Young Theatre Director 2014; Danza & 
Danza Prize as Best choreographer and interpreter 
2015; UBU nomination as best interpreter Under 35; 
MESS Prize 2016 at BE Festival - Birmingham; Hystrio 
Iceberg Award 2016; Prize of the National 
Association of Critics ANCT as dance theatre 
company 2016. CollettivO CineticO is resident 
company at the municipal theatre of Ferrara 
“Teatro Comunale Claudio Abbado” and 
supported by MIBACT and Regione Emilia-
Romagna. 



MAIN CREATIONS 2007 / 2016 
[ in red =  in repertory / touring now ] 
[ underlined =  browse for details >>> ]

( t ) E.S.T.E.  
piece for 8 dancers and a renaissance orchestra  

  
3 x 0 = 3 

performance for 3 dancers 
  

Eye Was Ear 
piece for 2 dancers 

  
Monkey [soap] business 

body installation for 3 dancers 
  

Expeausition 
urban performance 

  
PIN:###### 

body installation 
  

: : D monoscritture retiniche sull'oscenità dei denti  
piece 

  
O+< writings against time  

performance with live graphics and live music 
  

Diluire la prossimità 
web performance 

  
XD the obscenity of teeth 

piece for 4 dancers 
  

XD vignette sfuse per uso topico  
urban modular performances 

  
The uncertain scene  

research and performative reformatting application 
  

I x I No, we won’t destroy… 
interactive performance 

  
cinetico4.4 

table game that generates performances 
  

* { Titolo Futuribile } 
performance for a sopranist singer 

  
Overmapping 

interactive performance and installation 

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011
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NEW PROJECT: 

SYLPHIDARIUM  
Maria Taglioni on the ground 

piece for 8 dancers and 3 musicians 
original music by Francesco Antonioni 

UNDER CREATION:  

BENVENUTO UMANO 
piece of contemporary circus  

with 5 performers 
première: autumn 2017 

BOLERO 
piece for Balletto di Roma 

<age> 
piece for 9 teenagers 

*plek- 
piece for 3 dancers and a sopranist singer 

(n) quelli che da lontano sembrano mosche  
urban body installation 

Hamlet 
piece for 3 dancers and 4 candidates voted by the audience 

Miniballetto n.1 
piece for 1 dancer and a remote control drone 

<age> second edition 
piece for 9 teenagers 

Ballroaming 
urban performative practice 

Undernatural 
piece for 12 dancers 

Miniballetto n.2 
piece for 1 dancer and a remote control drone 

Tsubo 
urban performance for 6 dancers 

10 miniballetti  
piece for 1 dancer and a remote control drone 

Postural variations of the inhabitants of  
asymmetrical rooms in controlled weather  
conditions (any who trips does it on purpose) 
performance for 11 dancers 

Sherlock Holmes 
theater piece for kids 

The stone house of the eldest brother 
site-specific interactive performance part of Benvenuto Umano 

A different kind of age 
piece for 9 teenagers and 9 over60 

Orizzontale Grande 
site-specific performance part of Benvenuto Umano

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

NOW



NEW PROJECT  
2017 

BENVENUTO 
UMANO 

A piece that cross-references the 
mysteries of Schifanoia’s paintings 

with the traditional Chinese medicine. 
A taste for the detail that spreads in 
the complexity of pagan rites from 

different civilizations. 
Anatomy and astronomy, natural 

elements and urban perspectives in a 
body work that speaks a forgotten 

and a just invented language. 

CONNECT: 
stomach / march / knot / bloody 

alien/ three miles on the legs / tag 
Kenny / metal / cyclops/ foreign 

haruspex / weather / whale 
far wide open eyes / twins 
blossom / 1 liter of sweat 

 





BENVENUTO UMANO is developing in site-specific performances during 2016 and 
2017. Each one starts from a tsubo point, connected with an element of Schifanoia’s 
paintings and it relates to peculiar locations. Benvenuto Umano will be a full stage 
piece of contemporary circus, with a cast of acrobats and dancers. 



1st point: ORIZZONTALE GRANDE 
Part of “IPERCINETICA”, focus on CollettivO CineticO for the 
city of Bologna curated by ERT Emilia Romagna Teatro. 
Location: Baseball stadium 

2nd point: THE STONE HOUSE OF THE ELDEST BROTHER 
Interactive performance produced and premièred at 
Drodesera Festival (TN). 
Location: underground cellars 

Future points will be in historical and natural locations in 
Ferrara (Schifanoia’s Museum, Castle, City walls etc.) and 
the full piece will premiere in Autumn 2017 at Teatro 
Comunale of Ferrara. 



SYLPHIDARIUM 
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Maria Taglioni on the ground
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direction, choreography, costumes: 
Francesca Pennini 
  
original music, live electronics: 
Francesco Antonioni 

action and creation: 
Simone Arganini 
Margherita Elliot 
Carolina Fanti 
Carmine Parise 
Angelo Pedroni 
Francesca Pennini 
Stefano Sardi 
Vilma Trevisan 
  
violin: 
Marlène Prodigo 
  
percussions: 
Flavio Tanzi 
  
tech. direction, light design: 
Fabio Sajiz 

video: 
Marco Morandi 

co-production: 
CollettivO CineticO 
Théatre de Liège 
Torinodanza Festival 
Festival MITO 
CANGO 

in collaboration with: 
Emilia Romagna Teatro Fondazione 
Fondazione Teatro Comunale di Ferrara  

with the contribution of:   
ResiDance XL (Network Anticorpi XL) 
coordinated by L'Arboreto Teatro Dimora
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Video trailer: 
collettivocinetico.it/video-sylphidarium.html 

Full video: 
collettivocinetico.it/video-sylphidarium-full.html 

http://collettivocinetico.it/video-sylphidarium.html
http://collettivocinetico.it/video-sylphidarium-full.html
http://collettivocinetico.it/video-sylphidarium.html
http://collettivocinetico.it/video-sylphidarium-full.html


A contemporary rewriting of the ballet 
“La Sylphide” (1832) passing through 
Fokine’s “Les Sylphides” (1909). 
Sylphidarium starts a fight between air 
and earth, natural and supernatural, 
matter and transparency of the flesh, 
silence of the nails and weight of the 
heels in a vertical overturn that inverts 
times and postures.  
It’s an entomological gaze towards 
the anatomy of ballet, a perspective 
on the deepest pulsions of the body.  
Chopin’s music dialogues with the 
original score of Francesco Antonioni, 
in a percussive and rhythmic repartee 
played live. 

“With Sylphidarium, Francesca Pennini 
lingers over the corpse of the dance 
and of society: she tears it into pieces, 
disassembles it, builds it again, 
intersects and finally revives it in a very 
personal rewriting which, however, 
leaves its essence unaffected. Moving 
between tradition and transgression, 
CollettivO CineticO broadens the 
horizons of contemporary dance by 
designing new possible scenarios 
through a choreography that 
combines the entomologist’s scientific 
accuracy with the artist's madness.”  
Sarah Curati - Paper Street 





“On stage there is no respite: dynamic power, 
physical presence and strength, contagious and 
pulsating vehemence, sensuality applied with style to 
a sophisticated technique for dancers. An amazing 
Francesca Pennini conquers audiences with a 
flawless performance, choreography, technical skills 
and the ability to create interchangeable energy 
flows between spectators and what happens on 
stage. It is a show that looks at the future of dance.”                                
Lavinia Morisco - LSD Magazine

“The creative genius of Francesca Pennini 
finds the solution to modernize the image of 

the ballet dancer” 
Marco Argentina - Il Giornale Della Danza 

“An adrenalinic result bursts forth from 
CollettivO CineticO’s latest work, lead by the 

constantly talented Francesca Pennini […]  
In short, really a vibrant map that makes a 

clean sweep of the sublime.” 
Rodolfo Di Giammarco - La Repubblica 

“With inventive genius, the 
choreographer from Ferrara starts the 

show with an extravagant and colourful 
catwalk [...] The liberated body explodes 
in a triumph of movement that seems to 

have no end, bringing to the close a 
show full of intelligent humour, rigorous 

dramatic and aesthetic language, 
revealing Francesca Pennini’s new 

compositional maturity."  
Giuseppe Distefano - Artribune

“A glowing work, supported by the highly 
mobile music composed by Francesco 

Antonioni and the imaginative lights 
designed by Fabio Sajiz, an evocation of 
human suffering and the exaltation of the 

body. An open-eyed dream of a tale 
told by the kids of today, grownup, 

disenchanted, but still eager to set the 
breath of fantasy into motion”.  

Massimo Marino - Il Corriere di Bologna 



10 miniballetti 

An anthology of dances balancing between 
geometry and swirl where the aerial element is the 

paradigm for a reflection on the boundaries of 
control. Currents and storms, air fans and drones, 
birds and grand-jetés become allegories of the 

relationship between choreography and dance. 
Score of this exploration is a notebook from the 

childhood of Francesca Pennini, where she wrote 
dozen of choreographies, invented but never 
performed. A time machine for an impossible 

archeology that triggers a respiratory exchange, 
mixing the volumes between body and space, past 
and present, audience and stage and creating a 

mobile, suspended, deposited geography. 

video trailer 
collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-10mini.html 

full video 
collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-10mini-full.html 

45’

3

http://collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-10mini.html
http://collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-10mini-full.html
http://collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-10mini.html
http://collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-10mini-full.html


“A piece brimful of nostalgia and irony that does nothing but 
consacrate Francesca Pennini in the olympus of Italian choreography” 
                                                                                                                        Valeria Loprieno
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“Tonic and telluric talent of the undisciplined dance” 
                                         Rodolfo Di Giammarco - La Repubblica



"The brilliant Collettivo CineticO presented a demonstration of the 
mathematics of the gesture that turns in its poetic transfiguration through 
a dance that seems to bring the calculations to fractals, to chance, to 

the imponderable beauty and complexity of the human. Thrilling."  
Massimo Marino - doppiozero.com 

"There is a joyful irony in this piece of CollettivO CineticO.  
The human body that performs with the precision of a machine  

- Francesca Pennini shows the skills of a contortionist as well as of a charismatic 
dancer - while the technical device aims to human intelligence rising up into 
the air and dancing on symphonic notes. It is a sort of semi-serious lesson this 

precious piece that leaves the viewer amused and amazed.” 
Andrea Pocosgnich - Teatro e Critica  

“10 miniballetti is a show about dance, but for everyone. Because the grace of the 
choreographic gesture of Francesca Pennini is universally enjoyable, because it 
keeps the irony and disenchantment of childhood and carries on a constant and 

inclusive dialogue with the audience, involving it in a personal tribute to her 
dance: a love for something greater than oneself, domabile with technique, but 

always fleeting. She invites everyone to seek their own.” 
Sarah Curati - paperstreet.it 

"The mastery of the body and the gesture, especially at times when the 
movement is faster and swirling, shows an attractive and uncommon 

physicality: such as the eyes, the facial features of Francesca, her 
physique and her androgynous look. She is an athlete of the scene and 
together a dancer-actress of great, undeniable expressivity, as well as 

dancer of solid and impeccable technique.”  

Francesco Tei - Aurora International Journal  

“The perfect key is here in a clarity of intent that is not frozen in the pure experimental 
need but grabs the spectators and pulls them inside, baring the movement and 

leaving visible the only necessary bone: the one that covers the heart.” 

Sergio Lo Gatto - Teatro e Critica  

http://paperstreet.it
http://paperstreet.it
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XD the obscenity of teeth 
The emoticon XD represents a ultra-smiling face. Here the X is 
a cartesian cross that defines the place of the sight: it works as 
a pointer addressing the spectator’s gaze, or as a cover on the 
performers’ eyes. The teeth (D) are the fil rouge through an 
overexposed declination of the concept of smiling.  
The stage floor is like the page of a comic where the frames 
are built and deconstructed live in a rigorous - yet ironic - 
survey about visual perception. 
At the end of the piece the spectators can buy - perfectly 
vacuumed, packaged and catalogued - the remains of the 
show (some crumbled piece of tape, used bubble gum, 
squeezed toothpaste…) as fetishes of an ephemeral 
happening. How much can we see? How fast can we see? 

video trailer 
collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-xd.html 

full video  
collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-xd-full.html 
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http://collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-xd.html
http://collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-xd-full.html
http://collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-xd.html
http://collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-xd-full.html
































O+<  
writings against time   

  
A live dialogue between a dancer and a 

visual artist in the attempt to grab the instant 
in the only way possible: transforming it 

under the impulse of perception from one 
hand to the other in a rigorous proliferation 

of movements, sounds and images.  
While Francesca moves on a white panel, 
Andrea jumps from one side to the other, 
closes his eyes and opens them just for a 

second, than he sketches the frame he just 
saw. Ephemeral actions that tries to catch 

each other despite their fleetingness, 
bouncing between movement and writing 

and leaving trace of its existence in a visual 
art work as the score of a past moment. 

 
full video: 

collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-writings.html 
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http://collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-writings.html
http://collettivocinetico.it/eng/video-writings.html
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Artistic direction / Francesca Pennini 
francescapennini@collettivocinetico.it 

+39 340 87 07 677 

Distribution / Chiara Trezzani 
cura@collettivocinetico.it 

+39 333 69 86 820 

Organization & Logistics / Barbara Pizzo 
office@collettivocinetico.it 

+39 339 63 81 817 

Administration / Carmine Parise 
amministrazione@collettivocinetico.it 

+39 349 05 39 336 

Technical direction / Angelo Pedroni 
tecnica@collettivocinetico.it 

+39 339 43 01 451 

COLLETTIVO CINETICO 
experimental performing arts 

www.collettivocinetico.it 
facebook.com/collettivocinetico 
Twitter: CineticO_it  instagram: cinetica 

graphics & drawings: Francesca Pennini
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